THE CONSTITUTION OF THE WEST TEXAS FORUM

OF STUDENT COUNCILS

As Revised November 2013
PREAMBLE


We, the members of the high school and junior high school Student Councils of West Texas, in order to promote democracy throughout Student Councils, do organize ourselves under the following constitution.

ARTICLE I – NAME


The name of this organization shall be the West Texas Forum of Student Councils (TASC DISTRICT VIII.)

ARTICLE II – MEMBERSHIP


Schools seeking membership shall belong to the Texas State Association of Student Councils.  The forum shall be bordered  by the following counties:  Culberson (East of Mountain Time zone), Reeves, Loving, Winkler, Andrews, Gaines, Dawson, Borden, Scurry, Nolan,  Coke, Tom Green, Menard, Kimble, Edwards, Kinney, Valverde, Terrell, Brewster, and Pecos. 

ARTICLE III – OFFICERS

Section 1


The officers of this organization shall be the following:


1. President


2. Vice President


3. Secretary – Treasurer


4. Parliamentarian


5. Junior High or Middle School Representative


6. District Advisor

Section 2


The Executive Committee shall include a student and sponsor of each officer school, both with voting privileges and a District Advisor who is in an advisory role.  Duties of the Executive Committee shall be the final authority of all district matters, subject to the appeals procedure.

Section 3


The sponsor of the president school shall also be the sponsor of the Forums.  There shall be at least one sponsor meeting held during each Forum.  The president school may call special meetings when necessary.

ARTICLE IV – ELECTIONS

Section 1


The secretary school shall receive the names of all candidate schools.  Schools seeking office shall file written permission from its school authorities with the secretary school at least one week prior to the elections.

Section 2


Nomination speeches will be required from the floor prior to balloting.  This should consist of a nomination and a second, followed by an acceptance by the nominee.  These speeches should not exceed one minute each in length.  Only those schools who have filed permission from their school officials will be permitted to be nominated.

Section 3


When running opposed, schools will present a skit outlining their platform, not to exceed a time limit of seven minutes.  If schools are unopposed, skits will not be required.

Section 4


Nominees shall be designated by names of the schools rather than by names of individuals.

Section 5

No school may hold office in the District unless it has been a member of the Texas Association of Student Councils, therefore becoming a member of the District.  A school running for office must have attended both the Spring Forum of the preceding year and the Fall Forum of the election year with the exception of the Middle School/Junior High Representative.
Section 6


Each office is for a one year term with the exception of the Secretary/Treasurer School which serves a three year term. Schools must run for the office for which they seek each year.
Section 7


Elections shall be held each school year in the business meeting of the Spring Forum for the offices of President, Vice-President, and Parliamentarian. If a Middle School/Junior High Representative is available they may be asked to hold the office regardless of attendance at Fall Forum. The Secretary-Treasurer will be elected for a term of three years.

Section 8


Elections shall be decided by secret ballot in which each school present will have one vote.  The candidates for any office who attains a plurality over all other candidates will be declared the winner.

Section 9


Newly elected officers of the West Texas Forum shall take office immediately following the TASC State Convention.

Section 10


A District Advisor will be elected by sponsors to serve a three year term as advisor to the District.  This election will take place in the sponsor’s meeting at the Spring Forum.  If a District Advisor is unavailable, the reigning President will act in the role of District Advisor.  The Vice-President Advisor may attend the President School workshop as the second representative of the district.
Section 11


Campaign expenditures shall be limited to $50.00.
ARTICLE V – MEETINGS
Section 1


Officers Meeting: The President school will call a meeting of District Officers at a date no later than September 30 of any given year to set dates for the Fall Forum, decide District themes, and take care of executive business.

Section 2


Fall Forum:  The Fall Forum shall be held at a date designated by a consensus of the District Officers at the Fall officers’ meeting.  The date shall be set at a time no later than the December of any given year.

· Attendance shall be limited to ten students per school

· Cost will be determined by officer schools each year
· The Vice President school shall act as host

· The meeting will be held at a place decided by the Vice President school

Section 3


Spring Forum:  The Spring Forum will meet each school year on the first Wednesday of March at a site in the Midland/Odessa area.  The site of choice will be at a location that is financially feasible.

· Spring Forum will be hosted by the President School

· If for any reason the meeting can not be held at the time or place designated, the executive committee, composed of the officers elected and their sponsors, shall set a time and date for the meeting.

· Cost for the meeting will be determined by the executive board at the Fall officers’ meeting, contingent on inflation of incurred expenses.
ARTICLE VI – AMENDMENTS


Amendments shall be proposed by the Executive Committee at the Spring Forum and ratified by two-thirds majority of the votes of the delegates present at the meeting.  The delegates present a constitutional quorum.

ARTICLE VII – SCHOLARSHIPS


District VIII will provide scholarships to senior students each year.  The number of scholarships and the amount awarded will be determined each year by the Executive Board, with the amount not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00) per scholarship in any given year or the distribution of more than five (5) individual grants. The number of scholarships will be dependent on the money in the treasury during any given year.

Section 1


It will be the responsibility of the Parliamentarian school to appoint a committee of five (5) members from the local community. The committee will consist of five adults not associated with student councils in the school system.  Awards will be based on student council activity and not that of the community.

Section 2


The Parliamentarian school will be responsible for setting the deadline for applications at least three (3) weeks prior to the Spring Forum.  Winners will be announced at the Forum and must be in attendance at the Forum to receive the scholarships.

Section 3


All schools submitting applications must be a member of TASC.  A school may submit only two applications during any school year, based on ten percent (10%) of the Senior Student Council membership of that particular school which is in keeping with the state guidelines for scholarships.  Documentation of the number of seniors involved in student council should be certified by the principal of schools submitting more than one application.
Section 4


Applications will consist of the Student Scholarship form with the required references attached: a letter from the student and the high school principal, and a high school transcript.

ARTICLE VIII – DISTRICT PROJECT


The TASC District VIII annual District Project will be the Make-a-Wish Foundation.  District schools will be asked to donate at least $20 for the project.  An additional amount determined by the District Officers will be donated by the district.

ARTICLE IX – BYLAWS

Section 1


The membership fee of the West Texas Forum will be determined by the distribution of State dues by the State office.  The State dues are payable to the Texas Association of Student Councils on or before the first meeting date of the year.

Section 2 – Officer Schools

A.  Duties of the President of the Forum are the following:

1. To preside at all meetings of the organization

2. To host the District officers’ meeting at a date no later than September 30 of any given year

3. To appoint all committees (standing and special)

4. To host a Spring Forum

a. To select the guest speaker

b. To arrange and publish a program in advance of the meeting so that each officer school may be cognizant of its duties

c. To publicize the event in a newsletter to all members in good standing

d. To provide for discussion groups

e. To make arrangements with the site for meeting space and lunch provisions

f. To arrange for speaker housing

B. Duties of the Vice – President of the Forum are the following:

1. To execute the duties of the President in case of the latter’s absence

2. To act as chairman of the Credentials Committee to ascertain the eligibility of all schools who attend the meeting

3. To host the Fall Forum not later than December 31st of any given year, and arrange for its program

4. To compile a newsletter to be mailed to all prospective members, prior to the Fall Forum and to all member schools twice during the year

C. Duties of the Secretary – Treasurer of the Forum are the following:

1. To keep an accurate record of the Forums and make financial reports to the Forums

2. To make announcements at the Forum and to call the roll at the business sessions

3. To present the minutes of the Spring Forum and Officers’ meeting at the Fall Forum and minutes of the Fall Forum at the Spring Forum meetings

4. To keep a file of the correspondence concerning Forum meetings

5. To keep a file of all programs and publicity of the previous meeting

6. To receive dues from TASC for all members schools and fees for all forums

7. To provide ballots for the Spring Election

8. To pay all bills and keep accurate records of expenditures

D.  Duties of the Parliamentarian of the Forum are the following:

1. To serve as chairman of the committee to record all votes

2. To tabulate and announce results of ballots

3. To see that all matters are in accordance with parliamentary procedure

4.  To receive scholarship applications and oversee the process of determining recipients

E.  Duties of the Junior High Representative are to act as a liaison for the junior high schools and to encourage junior high participation. 

Section 3 – District Advisor

A.  The District Advisor position will be a three year term with the person elected by the advisors at the Spring Forum.  
B.  Should an advisor resign before the end of the term, the position should be filled by a consensus of the District Officers as soon as a vacancy is made known.

C.  Duties of the District Advisor are to attend the Advisor and Presidents meeting and to act in an advisory capacity for the District.

Section 4 – State Projects



The Outstanding District Schools, the Outstanding Safety Schools, the Outstanding Pride and Patriotism Schools, the Outstanding Energy and Environment Schools, the Community Service Reports Schools, and the Sweepstakes Schools shall be determined by district advisors at the District Spring Forum and appropriate forms will be sent to TASC.
Section 5 – Awards


Awards will be made at the Spring Forum for the following:

A. An Outstanding Boy and Girl student may be submitted by any District School to be judged by a committee of advisors at the Spring Forum.  Plaques will be awarded these students.

B. An Outstanding Junior High girl and boy may be submitted by any Junior High District School to be judged by a committee of advisors at the Spring Forum.

C. An Outstanding Senior High Sponsor may also be submitted at the Spring Forum to be judged by a committee of advisors at the Spring Forum.  The Sponsor should submit the State form for the Eddie Bull Scholarship and forward the application to the State office to be recognized at the State Convention.  The sponsor will be awarded a plaque.

D. An Outstanding Junior High Sponsor may also be submitted at the Spring Forum to be judged by a committee of advisors at the Spring Forum.  The Sponsor will be awarded a plaque at the Spring Forum.
